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The Beginning

1908
Henry Ford builds his first Model T, and designs it to run on pure  
corn ethanol.

1892
The world’s only Corn Palace is established in Mitchell, S.D.

1917
European corn borer discovered near Boston! That same year, a system for  
producing modern hybrid corn seed is developed, eliminating the need to save seeds. 

1621
Pilgrims eat corn at the first Thanksgiving, and are shown how to plant it using the 
latest, cutting-edge fertilizer — a small fish.

1857
The largest user of corn starch? The laundry industry.

Corny Fact
In 2011, U.S. farmers grew just more than 91 million acres of corn. An acre is  
approximately the size of a football field, without the end zones.

Corny Fact
Corn is measured by the bushel. A bushel is approximately 56 pounds of corn kernels.

Corny Fact
Corn grows on every continent except Antarctica. No surprise there.

Corny Fact
One bushel of corn can sweeten more than 400 cans of soda.

Corny Fact
There are about 800 kernels of corn and 16 rows of kernels on every healthy 
ear of corn.

1880s
Candy corn makes its debut. The kernel shape is so popular, candy companies begin 
experimenting with other vegetable-shaped treats, like turnips.

1934
The worst drought in U.S. history covers more than 75 percent of the country,  
including the Great Plains.

1957
Farmers from nine states form the National Corn Growers Association. 

1970
Ethanol use drops dramatically since WWII due to low-cost fuel supplies.

1966
High-lysine corn is developed, bred with the purpose of increasing protein 
levels in corn.

1984
NCGA moves its headquarters to St. Louis, Missouri.

1980s
It now takes 2 ¾ labor hours to produce 100 bushels on 11∕8  acres.

1989
Thirty million acres of highly erodible land are retired from production under 
the Conservation Reserve Program.

1990
The Clean Air Act is amended to mandate use of cleaner-burning additives to fuel, 
which includes ethanol. Environmentalists breathe easier.

1993
The Amazing Maize Maze is the first-ever corn maze designed for private and public 
entertainment at Lebanon Valley College in Annville, Pa.

1995
Agricultural biotechnology is introduced, helping to meet the global need for 
food, fuel and feed, as well as economic and environmental sustainability.

1930s
It takes 15 to 20 labor hours to produce 100 bushels of corn (on 2½ acres). 

2002
Of 281 million acres farmed, 103 million are worked using the new conservation 
tillage techniques.

2006
Ethanol production is responsible for 4.9 billion gallons of renewable fuel,  
reducing oil imports by 170 million barrels and saving $11 billion from leaving the 
domestic economy. Walmart begins to switch packaging from petroleum-based to 
corn-based plastic.

2007
One hundred ethanol plants operate in the United States with a combined capacity 
of 5.4 billion gallons.

2008
Combine headers stretch up to 40 feet across, and can chew through cornfields 
with dizzying speed.

1960s
During this decade, one farmer can feed 26 people, up from nine in 1930.

2011
The value of the U.S. corn crop is a record $76.62 billion.

Corny Fact
A bushel of corn fed to livestock produces more than 5 pounds of beef, 13 pounds 
of pork, 19 pounds of chicken or 28 pounds of catfish. Yum!

2009
Six years, six record corn crops. In 2009, farmers haul an impressive 13.2 billion 
bushels to the elevators, despite challenging harvest conditions across  
the country. 

1492
Christopher Columbus mentions corn in his journal, saying it was “well tasted, 
baked and dried and made into flour.” He later takes corn back with him to Spain, 
where it is “well spread throughout Europe.”

It all started with the people of the early Americas domesticating a plant 
with a tall, leafy stalk and harvesting the seed kernels that grew from 
it. Corn has come a long way since then, and is now the most widely grown 
crop in America, with more than 13 billion bushels harvested annually. If 
there’s one thing to take away from the above timeline, it’s this: Corn is 
deeply rooted in human history.
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The Environmental Protection Agency issues the first regulation to phase out  
leaded gasoline, creating an opportunity for ethanol to be used as an oxygenate.  
The World’s Largest Ear of Corn is built in Olivia, Minn. It’s soon declared the 
corniest attraction ever.

1973

1935
The number of U.S. farms peaks at 6.8 million. Today, there are about two million. 

1940s
Tractors replace horses, and the second American agricultural technology  
revolution begins. Productivity rises sharply. The Army builds the first U.S.  
ethanol plant in Omaha.
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1954
The number of tractors on farms exceeds the number of horses and mules.


